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“Independent
Without Borders:
Poland in Japan”
Amareya Theatre

& Guests 13.09-
810.2019 - Sapporo,
Akita, Tokyo (JAPAN)

‘Independent Without Borders: Po-
land in Japan” is a Polish-Japanese
artistic project which encompasses a
Polish-Japanese performance co-pro-
duction entitled “(Re)verberations.
Bridges Between Poland and Japan”
dir. Katarzyna Pastuszak, drama work-
shops and performative reading based
on two plays written by Polish female
coming from the publication “Of Fem-
inine Gender.Anthology” (ed. dr hab.
Agata Chatupnik, dr Agata t.uksza),
masterclasses, lectures, meetings and
presentations promoting Polish art and
culture. The main part of the project
will take place in Japan in the period
13.09-8.10.2019 in Sapporo, Tokyo
and Akita.

The co-production “(Re)verberations.
Bridges Between Poland and Japan”
dir. Katarzyna Pastuszak will be devel-
oped in co-operation between Pol-

ish artists from Amareya Theatre &
Guests and women from Ainu Women
Association. The premiere performanc-
es will be presented in Studio Concari-
no in Sapporo (28.09), Babylon Tokyo
Theatre (5-6.10) and a pre-premiere
will also be shown at the Akita Village
Art Festival at Kamaitachi Museum,
Tashiro (21.09).
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The project will also encompass the
publication and promotion of the book
“Bronis Pitsudski, or How to Become
Famous in the Far East” (author:
Katarzyna Nowak; translation into Jap-
anese: Miho lwata; illustrations: Paulina
PaZdziera). The Polish version of the
book about the famous Polish eth-
nographer - Bronistaw Pitsudski - was
published in 2018 by Manggha Muse-
um of Japanese Art and Technology in
Cracow. This year Manggha Museum is
a key partner of the project “Indepen-
dent Without Borders: Poland in Japan”
and its Deputy Director — Katarzyna
Nowak will also visit Japan together
with Amareya Theatre & Guests to
lead a workshop and present a lecture
on the extensive project devoted to
Bronistaw Pitsudski realized by Mangg-
ha Museum.

We especially invite everyone interest-
ed to participate in the series of dance,
theatre and drama workshops led by
Polish artists and researchers that will
take place in Sapporo and Tokyo. The
detailed outline of the program is listed
below.

Through co-operating with Japanese
artists and promoting the brother of
Marshal Jézef Pitsudski — Bronistaw
Pitsudski and his research on the Ainu,
the project is part of the celebrations
of the 100th anniversary of signing
diplomatic agreements between Poland
and Japan, celebrations of the 100th
anniversary of Poland’s regaining inde-
pendence, priorities of Polish cultural
policy aimed at promoting the image
of Poland as a country that is particu-
larly concerned about cultural heritage
and supporting indigenous ethnic
minorities, as well as the priorities of
Polish diplomacy for 2019.

The project involves a close cultural
exchange between the people of Ainu
and the Polish artistic community rep-
resented by dr Katarzyna Pastuszak,
Amareya Theatre & Guests who have
been implementing projects in co-op-
eration with Japanese partners for
many years. Starting from critical eth-
nography, the implementation of the
Polish-Japanese co-production “(Re)
verberations. Bridges Between Poland
and Japan” aims to pay special respect
for the Japanese and Ainu social and
cultural contexts. The aim of this work
is to preserve and disseminate the
cultural heritage, decolonize ethnic
minorities and strengthen the position
of women by making their voice (narra-
tive) and subjectivity visible.

PROJECT OUTLINE

The partnership of Amareya Theatre
& Guests with CEMIPOS, Ainu Women
Association Sapporo and Japanese
institutions dealing with the issues of
cultural heritage protection, decoloni-
sation and women’s empowerment is
particularly important here.

17.09

18:00 - 21:00 - Dance and theatre
workshop: Laboratory of body and
movement - led by Amareya Theatre
(Poland): Katarzyna Pastuszak (PhD),
Aleksandra Sliwiriska (PhD), Sapporo
Freedom School

18.09

18:00 - 21:00 - Sound workshop:
Tissues — Sounds — Resonances led by
Natalia Chylinska (Poland), Sapporo
Freedom School

21.09

Presentation of the pre-premiere of
performance (Re)verberations. Bridges
Between Poland and Japan ((Po)gtosy.
Pomosty miedzy Polskg i Japonig) at
the Akita Village Art Festival 2019,
Kamaitachi Museum, Tashiro

28.09

Premiere of performance (Re)verbera-
tions. Bridges Between Poland and Ja-
pan ((Po)gtosy. Pomosty miedzy Polskg
i Japonig), participation in rehearsals:
the Organiser's team and Ainu Women
Association members; Studio Concari-
no (Sapporo)

2-3.10

14:00 - 20:00 - Drama Classics' Back-
stage. Performative reading — drama
workshops based on two plays written
by Polish female authors and trans-
lated into Japanese, coming from the
publication Rodzaju zeriskiego. Anto-
logia dramatow (Of Feminine Gender.
Anthology, ed. dr hab. Agata Chatup-
nik). Workshop leader: dr hab. Agata
Chatupnik, Babylon Tokyo Theatre

4.10

14:00 - 15:30 - Laboratory of bodly,
movement and dance improvisation
workshop: Polish physical theatre
tradition and contemporaneity in the
practice of Amareya Theatre (Poland)
— dance/theatre workshop - led by
Amareya Theatre (Poland): Katarzyna
Pastuszak (PhD), Aleksandra Sliwiriska
(PhD), Babylon Tokyo Theatre

16:00-18:00 - Sound workshop:
Tissues — Sounds — Resonances led
by Natalia Chylinska (Poland), Babylon
Tokyo Theatre

19:00 - Performative reading: Drama
Classics' Backstage. Performative
reading — performative reading of
two plays written by Polish female

authors from the publication Rodza-
ju zenskiego. Antologia dramatéw

(Of Feminine Gender. Anthology, ed.
dr hab. Agata Chatupnik, dr Agata

t uksza) and translated into Japanese
and carried out by participants of the
Drama Workshops + post-reading
discussion and presentation of Agata
Chatupnik about the Polish drama writ-
ten by Polish writers, Babylon Tokyo
Theatre

5.10

19:00 - Performance presentation
(Re)verberations. Bridges Between
Poland and Japan ((Po)gtosy. Pomosty
miedzy Polskg i Japonig) + post-per-
formance discussion led by Shinichi
Takeshige, Babylon Tokyo Theatre

6.10

11:00 - 13:00 - Interdisciplinary work-
shops for young audience — Bronis -
or how to become famous in the Far
East — workshops led by Katarzyna
Nowak (Deputy Director - Manggha
Museum of Japanese Art and Technol-
ogy in Cracow); workshops for children
with parents and teenagers on the
basis of the publication by Katarzyna
Nowak about Bronistaw Pitsudski and
his research on Ainu translated into
Japanese

14:00 - 15:00 - Bronistaw Pitsudski -
an extraordinary person and a famous
researcher — lecture and presentation
on the extensive project devoted to
Bronistaw Pitsudski and his research,
Katarzyna Nowak (Deputy Director -
Manggha Museum of Japanese Art
and Technology in Cracow)

19:00 - Performance presentation (Re)
verberations. Bridges Between Poland
and Japan ((Po)gtosy. Pomosty miedzy
Polska i Japonig) + post-performance
discussion led by Shinichi Takeshige,
Babylon Tokyo Theatre
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Partners and
co-organisers of
the project

Ainu Women's Association (Sapporo),
Centre for Environmental and Minority
Policy Studies (Sapporo), Hijikata
Tatsumi Archive — Keio University Art
Centre (Tokio), Tokyo Babylon Theatre,
Pirka Kotan Ainu Cultural Centre
Sapporo (Sapporo), Sapporo Freedom
School (Sapporo), Studio Concarino
(Sapporo), Kamaitachi NPO (Akita),
Manggha Museum of Japanese Art
and Technology in Cracow), Warsaw
University — Institute of Polish Culture

Media patronage

TVP Kultura, Radio Gdarisk, Magazyn
Torii, Japonia Online

Media partners

Hokkaido Television Broadcasting Co.
Ltd., Hokkaido Shimbun Press, Yomiuri
Shimbun, Dance Cafe, taniecpolska.pl

Special thanks to

prof. Hiroshi Maruyama (CEMIiPQOS,
Sapporo), Ryoko Tahara (Ainu Women
Association, Sapporo), prof. Morishita
Takashi (Hijikata Archive, KUAC Tokyo),
Shinichi Takeshige, Shirotama Hitsujiya,
Chizu Saito (Concarino), Masahiro
Koizumi (Sapporo Freedom School),
Makoto Shimizu, Takuya Yoshimura,
Masumi Tanaka.
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wueses
Financed from the funds
of the Ministry of Culture
and National Heritage of
Poland, within the scope
of the Multiannual Program
INDEPENDENT 2017-2022,
as part of the "Cultural
Bridges" subsidy program
of the Adam Mickiewicz
Institute
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“(Re)verberations.
Bridges Between
Poland and Japan”

Amareya Theatre & Guests (PL)

Direction: Katarzyna Pastuszak
Choreography: Katarzyna Pastuszak
Performance: Kimiko Naraki, Ryoko
Fujioka, Yoshiko Saito, Yohko Koyama,
Katarzyna Pastuszak,

Natalia Chylinska, Aleksandra Sliwiriska,
Tsugumi Matsudaira

Music: Natalia Chylinska

Traditional singing: Natalia Chyliriska
Production: Amareya Theatre
(Amareya Art Association), Ainu
Women Association (Sapporo),
CEMIPOS - Centre for Environmental
and Minority Policy Studies (Sapporo)
Premiere: 28.09.2019 Sapporo,
5-6.10.2019 Tokyo

The reverb — understood as a sound that
still resounds, becomes a moment of cap-
turing what is left of the song, and further
- of the culture that is the source of the
sense of identity. What are the points of
contact between the Polish and Japanese
tradition? A voice or a song may turn out to
be the closest form of communication with
both one's own and somebody's culture.
“(Re)verberations. Bridges Between Poland
and Japan” is new Polish-Japanese co-pro-
duction of Amareya Theatre & Guests

(PL) and Japanese partner — Centre for
Environmental and Minority Policy Studies
(Sapporo) represented by prof. Hiroshi
Maruyama. It is also a continuation of the
co-operation of Amareya Theatre & Guests
with Ainu artists from Sapporo and Ainu
women gathered around the Ainu Women
Association in Sapporo, which was initiated
in 2017. The performance is inspired by the
history and culture of the Ainu people living
in Hokkaido. The bridge between Poland
and the Ainu was built at the beginning of
the 20th century by a Polish ethnographer
- Bronistaw Pitsudski, brother of general
Jozef Pitsudski. Bronistaw Pitsudski dedi-
cated his scientific passion and heart to the
Ainu. Between 1902-1922, he studied the
culture and customs of Ainu from Hokkaido
and Sakhalin, and married an Ainu woman
from the tribe in Sakhalin. In addition to
many notes on the customs and life of the
Ainu, Bronistaw Pitsudski also managed to
record Ainu music and the language on
phonographic rolls. The rich output of the
Polish ethnographer provoked artists from
Poland and Japan (including currently active
Ainu artists) to reflect on the phenomenon
of the memory of ancestors, and in particu-
lar the memory of women. The performance
assumes building bridges between Polish
and Japanese culture on the level of women
stories and also in the musical layer. The
performance will feature traditional Ainu
songs in old and new arrangements accom-
panied by traditional Ainu instruments and
Jjuxtaposed with Polish songs sung using
white voice technique performed by Natalia
Chylinska.
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“Bronistaw Pitsudsk/
—an Amazing Person
and a Famous
Researcher”

Lecture

Date: 2019.10.6

Time: 14:00 - 15:00
Lecturer: Katarzyna Nowak
(Deputy Director - Manggha
Museum of Japanese Art and
Technology in Cracow)

Presentation of an extensive project
dedicated to Bronistaw Pitsudski and
realized by Manggha Museum of
Japanese Art and Technology

in Cracow.
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“Bronis Pitsudsk/, or
How to Become Fa-
mous in the Far East”
Book

Author: Katarzyna Nowak
Translation into Japanese: Miho Iwata
lllustrations: Paulina PaZdziera

The first book for children in Japan about

a great and extraordinary man - Polish
ethnographer Bronistaw Pitsudski. The
publishing is part of the celebrations of the
centenary of the death of Bronistaw Pitsud-
ski and the centenary of Poland regaining
its independence. The language of the
publication is light, clear and accessible for
audiences of all ages and are supplement-
ed by interesting and funny illustrations
inspired by manga. The content and form
make up an important publication, whose
educational role in promoting the figure of
Bronistaw Pitsudski is extremely important.
The promotion of the Polish version of the
book published by Manngha Museum Cra-
cow, took place during Children's Literature
Festival in Cracow and aroused great inter-
est among younger and older audiences.
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“Laboratory of body,
movement and dance
improvisat/on: Polish
physical theatre
tradition and contem-
poraneity in the prac-
tice of the Amareya
Theatre (Poland)”
Dance/theatre
workshop

Workshop leaders: Katarzyna
Pastuszak, Aleksandra Sliwiriska
Date: 17.09 (Sapporo), Time:

18:00 - 21:00, Place: Sapporo
Freedom School, Sapporo

Date: 4.10.2019 (Tokyo), Time:
14:00 - 15:30, Place: Babylon Tokyo
Theatre, Tokyo

Content: the workshop is based on the
integrative body/mind method developed
by Katarzyna Pastuszak (PhD) and Alek-
sandra Sliwiriska (PhD) during the last 22
years of their dance/theatre practice. The
workshop uses elements of contemporary
dance and physical theatre techniques. The
workshop is especially focused on partici-
pants interested in joining dance/movement
improvisation and composition class but it
is open to everyone who wants to express
through dance and move with mindfulness.
In the improvisation tasks we will work a lot
with different ways of connecting move-
ment, text, breath and space. The workshop
will broaden participants' scope of expres-
sion and range of using the body in the
daily programme of drama for education
and creation. The workshop will also help
participants develop powerful presence,
broaden their creativity and psycho-somatic
awareness, trespass boundaries, develop
performative and improvisation skills as well
as abilities of partnering work.
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“Drama Classics'
Backstage.
Performat/ve reading”
Drama workshop

Workshop leader: dr hab. Agata
Chatupnik (Warsaw University/Institute
of Polish Culture, Poland)

Date: 2-3.10.2019

Time: 14:00 - 20:00

Place: Babylon Tokyo Theatre

Date of performative reading open

to the public: 4.10.2019, time: 19.00,
Place: Babylon Tokyo Theatre

“‘Drama Classics' Backstage. Performative
reading” - drama workshops based on
two plays written by Polish female authors
and translated into Japanese by Tomomi
Splisgart and Miho Iwata, coming from the
publication “Rodzaju zeriskiego. Antologia
dramatu” (Of Feminine Gender. Antholo-
gy, ed. dr hab. Agata Chatupnik, dr Agata
t uksza).

During the workshop, participants will look
at how the literary canon is constructed -
both in European and Polish literature, as
well as in Japanese literature. Together with
Agata Chatupnik, workshop participants will
reflect on whether similar mechanisms of
exclusion work here, whether the canon has
gender, whether it is possible to indicate the
characteristic features of women's style and
construction of dramaturgy, we will com-
pare the subject matter taken up by Polish
and Japanese playwrights. The starting
point of the workshop will be a discussion
about two plays - “Kucharki” (The Cooks)

by Nora Szczepariska and “Ptyty” (Vinyls)

by Krystyna Uniechowska. The first text
rewrites the canon of the European drama
(*Antigone”, “Hamlet” and “Waiting for
Godot”) from the perspective of the kitchen
and bedroom. The second text, on the
other hand, is a search for a metaphor that
could enable one to tell the story of trauma.
Is there anything specifically feminine in this
form? What would a specifically feminine
form mean in Japan, and what would it
mean in Poland? The result of the workshop
will be a bilingual performative reading with
the participants of the workshop. The work-
shop is the first part of a project planned
for 2020, within which three dramas by
Polish women authors directed by Japanese
artists will be staged in Japan.
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Bronistaw Piotr
Pitsudsk/
(1866 —1918)

Polish exile, ethnographer, art collector,
interested in the peoples and cultures
of the Far East, mainly the Ainu people
that he lived with, observed and re-
searched in Sakhalin, and later on Hok-
kaido. To a large extent, thanks to the
scientific activity of Bronistaw Pitsuds-
ki, the material and spiritual culture of
the Ainu could survive to this day in its
rich form. The older brother of Jozef, a
Polish national hero.
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“Tissues — Sounds —
Resonances”
Sound workshop

Workshop leader: Natalia Chylinska
(Poland)

Date: 18.09 (Sapporo),

Time: 18:00 - 21:00, Place: Sapporo
Freedom School, Sapporo

Date: 4.10.2019 (Tokyo), Time:
16:00 - 18:00, Place: Babylon Tokyo
Theatre, Tokyo

Using techniques used in sound studies
and sound art, participants will discover the
sound layer of the landscape they live in.
How does the sound landscape resonate in
the ecosystem in which we live and of which
we are part? And how do we resonate in
such a sounding landscape? What is the
natural environment? We will answer these
questions — between sound anthropology,
documentation and sound art. In the work-
shop we will use deep listening techniques
and field recording. We will start sound
correspondence between Poland and Japan
in the form of sound postcards.
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“Bronistaw Pitsudsk/
— or How to Become
Famous”

Creative workshop
for children and
teenagers

Workshop leader: Katarzyna Nowak
- Museum of Japanese Art and
Technology -

Manggha (Cracow, Poland)

Date: 6.10.2019

Time: 11:00 - 13:00

Place: Babylon Tokyo Theatre

Workshops for children inspired by Ainu
culture on the basis of a book about Bro-
nistaw Pitsudski and Kamishibai theatre (a
picture theatre in a wooden box, used to
present illustrations that create the plot),
the scenario of which will be based on the
book “Broni$ Pitsudski, or How to Become
Famous in the Far East” (author: Katarzyna
Nowak; translation into Japanese: Miho lwa-
ta; illustrations: Paulina Pazdziera). During
the classes, children and the author will
create their own handicraft, which will be
used during the show, based on folklore art,
using fabrics and jewellery.
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amareya.theatre@gmail.com
BHAREX D FHIST
hiroshi.maruyama0401@gmail.com
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amareya.theatre@gmail.com
HAREX D FHIST
email@tokyobabylon.org
HAFEEEN D TFHIE
kafka3332@gmail.com
(Japanese/English — TOKYO)
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www.facebook.com/amareyatheatre
www.independentinjapan.blogspot.com
WWW.CONCarino.or.jp
WWW.Sapporoyu.org
www.tokyobabylon.org

Registrat/on and
reservat/on for
workshops, lectures
and performances

(SAPPORO and TOKYO)

amareya.theatre@gmail.com
(English - SAPPORO and TOKYO)
hiroshi.maruyama0401@gmail.com
(Japanese - SAPPORO)
email@tokyobabylon.org
(Japanese — TOKYO)
kafka3332@gmail.com
(Japanese/English — TOKYO)

More informat/on

www.facebook.com/amareyatheatre
www.independentinjapan.blogspot.com
WWW.CoNncarino.or.jp
WWW.Sapporoyu.org
www.tokyobabylon.org
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